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Camel Studies and Researches during the Parting 25 Years
in Saudi Arabia
Marzook M. Al-Eknah
Professor of Theriogenology, Department of Clinical Studies,
College of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Resources,

King Faisal University, Al-Ahsa, Saudi Arabia

Wherever you go in Saudi Arabia; to a wide desert, a deep valley, a vast
beach, a high hill or even a mountainous site, you find Arabian camels
stretching their necks walking with arrogance reminding you with the old
days, the achievements of the present status and the hopes for the future. They
are really considered a gift from Allah. This study undertakes the previous
studies and researches achievements that have been fulfilled on camels in the
last twenty five years in Saudi Arabia; including developments on camel basic
sciences (Anatomy, Physiology, Chemistry and Physics) in addition to
Production sector, Therapeutics and Prevention of diseases, as well as
Emergency Medicine, Theriogenology, Surgery, and recent technologies such
as Artificial Insemination, Embryo Transfer, Sport Medicine and other
Sciences. The 2™ Meeting of the Saudi Biological Society, held in King
Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, during the period from 4-8 January 1978,
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witnessed the foundation of camel research activity in Saudi Arabia. One
paper titled (Nasal glands of the one-humped camel and their possible
function) was presented. In the later on Meetings, hundreds of camel research
papers have been presented. King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology
is considered the most important sponsor for camel researches, where more
than 25 camel researches have been sponsored for more than SR 10 million.
The Saudi Government, in conjunction with the FAW, established in 1982 the
Range and Animal Development Research Centre at Al-Jouf, which involves
in its aims the development of range for camel pastures and camel researches.
80% of Saudi Arabia, with 2.25 million square kilometer, is considered
pastural areas suitable for camel grazing. In respect of the importance of the
camel, King Faisal University established since 1983 a unique centre
specialized in camel research which has undertaken hundreds of studies and
researches in various aspects of sciences. Other scientific locations, such as
King Saud University, Al-Qassim University, King Abdulaziz University,
Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Municipality, Ministry of Education,
King Khalid Military College and King Khalid Ophthalmic Hospital, have
participated in camel studies and researches. The private sector, such as
Riyadh Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Arasco Company have also
sponsored camel studies and researches. In addition, this study proposes future

plans for the improvement of camel studies and researches.
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